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: In Venezuela Andes extend westward from

Caracas and are known as coastal ranges. Ar?dcs
turn into Colombia and form y-shape. lhe
*Colombian Andes occur in three parallel ranges
known as Cordillera Occidental (Western
Cordillera), Central Cordillera and Cordillera
Oriental (Eastern Cordillera). The Western and
Central Cordilleras are separated by River Cauca,
and central and Eastern Cordillera are sparated
by River Magdalena, forming large valleys. These
rivers flow through rift valleys.

In Ecuador Andles and Peru Andes appear
as two parallel mountains : Cordillera Occidental
in the west and Cordillera Oriental in the east.
The western range faces the Pacific Ocean while
the eastern range slopes abruptly towards the
Amazon basin. The highest peak in Ecuador Andes
is Chimbarazo Volcano (6370 metres) and in
Peru Andes is Mt. Huascaran (6768 metres).
There are high plateaus between Western and
Eastern Cardilleras with height ranging between
3600 and 4500 metres from the seal level. East-
west width of these plateaus is about 200 km.
Altiplano of Bolivia and southern Peru is a
complex plateau which has not an outlet.
Therefore, the plateau has a number of lakes and
marshes. Titicaca Lake occupying an area of
about 8300 sq. km. and with the height of 3815
metres is situated on the border of Peru and
Bolivia. Many rivers originate from the high
mountains on the east making deep gorges down
the eastern slopes.

In the south of Bolivia the both Cordilleras
join to make one complex chain. The Aconcagua,
the highest peak of the Andes lies on the Chile-
Argentina border in middle Chile with the height
of 6959 metres. Other high peaks lying to the

south of Bolivia are Mt. Ojas de Salado (6882
metres), Mt.. Bonete (6872 metres), M.

Mercedano (6770 metres), and Mt. Tupungato
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(6570 metres). South of Mt. Aconcagua the
Ar)(lcs descends and its southern part descends
into the sea and creates a number of islands with
deep slopes. The Andes are a part of Circum
Pacific Volcanic Ring and has a large number of
volcanic peaks and are largely affected by
volcanic activities and earthquakes.

(2) The Uplands

The Uplands of South America are situated
to the east of the Andes. The Uplands are formed
of old igneous rocks, sand stones and recent
lava rocks. They are characterised by flat
plateaus, rounded hills and volcanic peacks. Major
Uplands of the continent include (i) Guiana
Uplands, (ii) Brazilian Uplands, and (iii) Patagonian
Uplands.

(i) Guiana Uplands : Guiana Uplands are
situated to the north of Amazon basin. Their
height does not exceed 330 metres and they have
marshy areas separated by small hills. Some
inselbergs upto the height of 600 metres are also
found on the flat surface. The southern edge of
the plateau rises ubruptly where the highest peak
is Mt. Roraima (277) metres.

(ii) The Brazilian Uplands : These Uplands
occupy a large area (1.50 million sq. km.) to the
south of the Amazon basin. The Brazilian Uplands
extend between Bolivian Andes and Atlantic coast.
These Uplands have an average height of 1000
metres with a number of lower hills. The Brazilian
Uplands rise towards the South Atlantic coast
with the height of 348 metres. The eastern edges
of the Uplands lie as a wall and are an obstacle
to reach the interior land from the coast. The
high lands slope gently towards the north. Sao
Francisco and its tirbutaries have cut deep valleys
in the eastern part of the Brazilean Uplands.
Eastern Bolivian Plateau is known as Gran Chaco.
The southern part of the Brazilian Plateau, known
as Sierra de Mar has some summits of above
2000 metres.

(iii) Patagonian Uplands : These Uplands
extend from the Chileau /\odes to the Southern
Atlantic Ocean. These Uplands occupy the
soutbeii part of Argentina, These Uplands rise






