RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Born in Calcutta in 1861 into a family of scholars, social reformers and
entrepreneurs, Rabindranath Tagore reshaped Bengali literature, music and
Indian art. Tagore avoided classroom schooling. His brother tutored him. He
learned drawing, anatomy, geography, history, literature, mathematics, Sanskrit
and English. Tagore is best known for his poetry though he wrote novels, essays,
short storeys, travelogues, dramas and songs.

He lost his mother at a young age. Since his father was a traveller, he was raised
by the servants of his house. His father was a leader of the Brahmo Samaj, which
was a new religious sect in 19th century Bengal. Tagore had early success as a
writer in his native Bengal. A poet, short-story writer, song composer, playwright,
essayist and painter, he introduced new prose and verse forms and the use of
colloquial language in Bengali literature.

He also started an experimental school at Shantiniketan where he tried his
Upanishadic ideals of education. During the initial stage of his career, his stories
reflected the surroundings in which he grew. He also made sure to incorporate

social issues in his creations.

His goal was to establish the dignity of human relationships across boundaries.
Thus, for him, local education and global education should not be two ends of a
spectrum but overlapping categories instead. Moreover, the education-sans-

boundaries should help in restoring the balance and harmony between man and



society, knowledge and knowledge, and nation and nation. Tagore saw education
in India was in a double-layered crisis under colonialism and growing
nationalism. His was a non-dogmatic defence of harmony and principles of unity,
and he tried to achieve this in his education models i.e it was without any

boundaries — political, ideological or geographic.

As one of the earliest educators to think in terms of the global village,
Rabindranath Tagore’s educational model was inclusive. Rabindranath did not
write a central educational treatise, and his ideas must be gleaned through his
various writings and educational experiments at Santiniketan In general, he
envisioned an education that was deeply rooted in one’s immediate surroundings
but connected to the cultures of the wider world and suited to the personality of
the child.

He felt that a curriculum should revolve organically around nature with classes
held in the open air under the trees to provide for a spontaneous appreciation of
the fluidity of the plant and animal kingdoms, and seasonal changes. In Tagore’s
philosophy of education, the aesthetic development of the senses was as
Important as the intellectual—if not more so—and music, literature, art, dance and
drama were given great prominence in the daily life of the school. In keeping with
his theory of subconscious learning, Rabindranath never talked or wrote down to

the students, but rather involved them with whatever he was writing or composing



In terms of curriculum, he advocated a different emphasis in teaching. Rather
than studying national cultures for the wars won and cultural dominance imposed,
he advocated a teaching system that analysed history and culture for the progress
that had been made in breaking down social and religious barriers. Shantiniketan
became a model for vernacular instruction and the development of Bengali
textbooks; as well, it offered one of the earliest coeducational programs in South
Asia.

One characteristic that sets Rabindranath’s educational theory apart is his
approach to education as a poet. At Santiniketan, he stated, his goal was to create
a poem ‘in a medium other than words.

Tagore drew inspiration from ancient poets like Kabir and Ramprasad Sen and
thus his poetry is often compared to the 15th and 16th-century works of classical
poets. In 1915, he received a knighthood from the British Crown.

On December 27, 1911 Jana-Gana-Mana, originally composed by Tagore, was
sung in the Calcutta Conference of the Indian National Congress. It was further
adopted by the Constituent Assembly as the National Anthem in 1950

Between 1878 to 1932, Tagore visited more than 30 countries. Tagore started
painting at the age of sixty and went on redefine it. The curriculum that he
developed, bridged science and humanities. Rabindranath Tagore died in 1941.
Eight decades later, his literary literary and artistic works are still as much

acclaimed as they were.
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