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Wuchereria bancrofti 

Life cycle(cont---) 

• Adult worms live coiled up in the lymph glands 
and lymph passages of man. 

• Life cycle starts when mail and female mate 
inside a lymphatic vessels of an infected 
human . 

• After mating,the female releases thousands of 
microfilariae into the blood stream. 
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Wuchereria bancrofti  

•In the blood of man ,by the day they live  in ,large deep 

blood vessels ,but during the sleep they  come into 

peripheral blood vessels in skin. 

•  They are sucked by mosquitoes (culex or aedes) which 

serves as intermediate host. 

•Thus microfilariae are transferred into vector. 

 



Wuchereria bancrafti 

•In the stomach of mosquito microfilariae 
undergoes metamorphosis and finally changes 
into 3rd stage larvae. 

• The 3rd stage larvae is infective and migrates 
into mosquito labium. 

•Bite of this infected mosquito introduces the 
third stage infective larvae onto the human skin. 

   



Wuchereria bancrafti  

•They penetrate through the bite wound and 
enter into      the blood of human host. 

•In new human host they pass into lymphatics 
where they reside and develop into adult form. 

•Adults copulate and the female produce 
microfilariae 

 



Wuchereria bancrofti –life cycle 
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