Socio-cultural contributions of Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Chattopadhyaya was the daughter of Aghoranath Chattopadhyaya, a
scientist and the founder of the Nizam College in Hyderabad, and Barada Sundari
Devi, a famous Bengali poetess. A renowned orator and accomplished poet, she
IS known as ‘The Nightingale of India’.

Literary and Cultural contributions

As a prodigious child, Naidu wrote the play "Maher Muneer", which earned her
a scholarship to study abroad. The sobriquet ‘Nightingale of India’ or Bharatiya
Kokila was bestowed on her because of her lyrical poems, which are rich in
Imagery and have a simple but timeless beauty appreciated by poetry lovers and
studied by school students across the country. A child prodigy, freedom fighter
and woman leader, Sarojini Naidu was also a skilled orator and exemplary
administrator. A gifted student, Sarojini was proficient in Bengali, Urdu, Telugu,
English and Persian. At the tender age of twelve, she topped the matriculation
examination at Madras University. Her father wanted her to become a
mathematician or scientist but she had an innate interest in poetry.

In 1905, her first collection of poems was published under the title “The Golden
Threshold”. Later, her poem collections “The Bird Of Time” and “The Broken
Wings” were published. Both of these attracted a wide readership in India and
England. She also wrote essays and articles about her political views and

women’s rights issues in India. In 1961, her daughter Padmaja helped in editing



and publishing of her poem collection “The Feather Of The Dawn”
posthumously.

Role in Women’s Rights Movement in India

Sarojini Naidu played an important role in women’s rights struggle in India. She
helped in shaping Women’s Indian Association in 1917 with Annie Besant and
others. The Association sought equal rights including the right to vote and
represent. She presented the need to include more women in the Congress and in
the freedom struggle. During 1918, British and Indian feminists including Naidu
set up a magazine called “Stri Dharma” to present international news from a
feminist perspective. Along with Annie Besant, who was the President’s Rule
League at that time, she went to London to present the case for women’s right to
vote to the Joint Select Committee. In 1931, the Congress promised to established
women’s right to vote when it came in power. It was enacted along with India’s
independence in 1947 and universal suffrage is a major facet in the Indian

constitution.

Role in Freedom Movement in India

Very few women in India were at the forefront of the Independence struggle due
to illiteracy and other social evils. As a woman and a leader, Sarojini Naidu
proved that talent, dedication and the drive to achieve something as not restricted

to gender. She joined the Indian National Congress when the British partitioned



Bengal in 1905; her father was also active in protesting the partition. She met
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1916, working with him for the rights of indigo workers.
That same year she met Mahatma Gandhi. In 1919, in response to the Rowlatt
Act passed by the British, Gandhi formed the Non-Cooperation Movement and
Naidu joined. In 1919 she was appointed the ambassador to England of the Home
Rule League, advocating for the Government of India Act which granted limited
legislative powers to India, although it did not grant women the vote. She returned
to India the next year. She traveled to Africa, Europe, and North America,
representing the Congress movement. In 1928, she promoted the Indian
movement of non-violence in the United States.

1925, she was elected as the first Indian woman President of the Indian National
Congress Party. In 1930, when Mahatma Gandhi launched the Salt Satyagraha,
she was one of the key participants of the movement and even joined him for the
first round table conference. She was later jailed during the quit India movement,
but continued to work for Independence struggle. Post-Independence, she became
the first governor of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh from 1947 to 1949.
Sarojini Naidu was the first woman Governor of Uttar Pradesh.

She was awarded the Kaiser-i-Hind medal by the British government for her
vehement work during the plague epidemic in India. A contemporary poet,
Bappaditya Bandopadhyay quoted “Sarojini Naidu inspired the Indian

Renaissance Movement and had a mission to improve the life of Indian woman.”



TS ATIg T AHATTSF-AIER S ARTErT

AT TSI Uk dFATAF IERATT ISSIATeIr T & o9& o, S
garaTe # [oISTT il & TEATeh 3R GTACH SaTTell ST ser gelr adr
oY ST AT | Teh FTAGH aehell 3R TIYOT id, 3¢ ‘G ATS(EdTer 31T SI3AT & &9
H ST SATAT & |

arfefeae 3k wiepfas Averere

Ue fAeTaTor a0 & ®9 #, 7195 o "HIR HAR A1ees forar, e 3¢ fager
A eI A & AT Brga Al R HT FfFar ing Sifehelrel *IT

HITART HIfhell I 3oThT INdTcHS HIIdI3 el dolg T 3o GFATAT T

T, ST ol H HHGY ¢ 3 Hiddl ITAAT SIRT TG HI a5 Teh Tl

cifeheT Tl GeIdT & N &2 1T o Teholl BTAT GaRT TGTS STl ¢ | Teh srell
feTeTor, TadTar QAT IR Afgel AdT, TATSAT ATIg TR F2AT TAT 3R
3ol gerrees ot il ook gfasmenel o, SAferel samell, 3§, do,

31T 3R BRET A IReTd A | IRE I I 35 #H, 38« Ag faeafaeareg #



A e # <iT frar| 38 [ar argd & 6 ag aiftidsr ar darfas aa
olfchel Shiddl H 3T gl ST AT
1905 #H, 37T UgoIT hiddl g "G IMesT A2Mes" eﬁémﬁmagm T|

an?::ﬁ'r,mmm"aaéaﬁasﬁ"ﬁ?"aaﬁmﬁﬁﬂ"wﬁagm

ST Glail o 7R 3R SIcls H Teh SATIH U Fl 3TN [haT| 3egier HRA

A Y= Toelieh faRT 3T AT & 31fPRT & Heel & TR A A9 3R

oI 3t forer | 1961 #, 3ThT SET UeHT of FRUNIRIA 3796 Shiddl TG "G heg

AT & SieT" o HUTGeT 31 ThI2MeT H HEg ol |

R A AT FfAFR rekerer 7 i

TR AT & oRa # ARest & Rt & o # Acat s
TS | 3ot 1917 A Ty ST 3R 37 A1 o TTY AT SS3eT TAITATLrT
&I HTHR ¢l H A I | TATATL o i ¢t 3R gfafaftica i 1 3R

gfed gaTa 3faR & #@FT Y| Iegia FEE 7 3R Jfganit «r cagaan

HATH H ATTAT I I ATl Sl GEI [hT| 1918 & SR, ATIZ Higed

forfeer 3 IR ARarfet & Teh ARREEY Tienor ¥ IaTsE T TAR



TET el oh Tl "EeTSeh U3 FATHe Teh GTehT shl FATYAT &l | Tl Sdie, S
3 AT ASgUid AT A, & [T, 98 TYeFcl T AT T AfgAn3it & dle

& TSR F T AT 9T FIA & foIT deaT a8 2| 1931 &, FET S T &

3Tl G ATATHT Y I God ST HTARR TATTAT et T aTeT TohaT| S8 1947 H
H T TIATAT o Y A9 Foham 37 A1 3R HARAT Fiaursr # ardsifas
HAATTHR Teh GHE Tgel & |

AT JeterT # syfvaT

R H 9gd A Afgene AET AR 37 Fefes s & FHROT

FIAFAT FATH A dT| Tk Afgell 3R Tk o1 & &9 #, TS 7195
A @i & e & wfden, @ador 3R $o g1 we & v sEq
St T foler & AT =167 gl 1905ﬁaa%%%rma$rﬁaﬂaﬂ§m

al 98 9RAT TS g & A & 7135; 39a Aar off e &

faty & afrg &) 3619 1916 & STATEITST A6 § HeAThd HI, 3ol

arer sf3an sf@er & 3Rt & fov s fFar 38 av ag #Jgear

aelr @ AT 1919 #H, IS SaRT UIRd Jelc Tae & Jdd H, el



o 3TEANT Hiclelol F ol fohar AR g afAer gul 1919 # 3¢
gTels &1 g1 & o9l &I Tolgd fagerd fhar amar, &t #Rd R
HAfATH I gehreld AT W A, [ R 1 AfAT Taurly aferaar
Y&l i, glllfch ST ATGATAT I Al oIl [GAT| d§ 3Tl AT AR

dlic 35| 3eglel AT JHeleld FT Al FIT §T 3nhIwr, W 3R

3 ARG A AT A 1928 H, 3@l FIFd Tsd A AGAT &
HRAT 3ereled &l dordr f&ar|1925, 3vg ARG IS FHAF el Hr

Ugell IR Afgel 37eTeT & &7 & AT 37| 1930 H, ST HgleAT

IMEN A THS TeI1Ig Y& fohaT, A a8 Jere=T & JHE giasfaar & &
Wﬁﬁ?aﬁwﬁ;qﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂﬂamﬂﬁﬁaﬁ%m?laﬁﬁ

3¢ HRd O el & ek Sof # el A o, AfkeT gl

TIATdT I & [T H1H FT SR @M TGAIT & 916, 98 1947 &
1949 do 3IWRT 3R IEY & TYFT Ui T Tgell TR il FRATSAA

SIIg 3 YGRT &1 Ugoll Aol Togqdrel |



HRA H Tl AT HEARNT & aNIeT [§{eer TIhR GanT 308 3eTh A &
foT FEt-v-fgq g @ GFAAT fhar =@ ATl Teh HAGION Hid,
Toaifeed deiareary & &gl “HNfSA ARg o HRAT YASAIROT JHigers
I 9Ra fFar 3R aRAT ARRer & Sad &I SgaR g9 & v

e ar”



