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The Ethos of Theorizing

This book is a collection of peer-reviewed papers presented at the
2017 International Society for Theoretical Psychology (ISTP)
Conference held at Rikkyo University, Tokyo, Japan. The papers
examine the ethical dimension of psychology both as subject
matter and as discipline. They reflect the idea that theorizing,
including the epistemological and ontological concepts, ought
not just to be something abstract and detached, but can be
deeply embedded in and intertwined with ethical and normative
considerations. Theorizing is a practice that engages theoretical
psychologists in a critical examination of knowledge production.
But doing “good” theory is also about taking responsibility for the
implications and effects of theory, examining the relevance of
theory to real world issues, building new communities, re-reading
the history of the discipline, and—as this volume amply illustrates
—challenging and critiquing the status quo.
The book’s highlights are two-fold. First, it showcases established
and emerging scholars in Japan, giving their work the international
visibility it deserves. Second, it offers an important reminder that
the boundaries between theoretical psychology and other fields
of knowledge production are blurred and in flux. Work within
theoretical psychology has long tended towards transdisciplinarity,
and profits from engagements not just with empirical and applied
psychology, but also with neighbouring disciplines within the
natural and social sciences and the humanities. This means that
theoretical psychology is constantly evolving. To continue making
a mark in the discipline of psychology and its related fields, the
ISTP community aims to remain open to ideas and perspectives
that may otherwise be dismissed and marginalized. Fringe issues
do matter in order to expand and create new synergies, and for
constant innovation in theoretical psychology.




