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RELEVANCE OF GANDHIAN PRINCIPLES OF JOURNALISM

Dr. Neha Tiwari

Assistant Professor, Department of English
Prof. In charge, Department of Mass Communication
Karim City College, Jamshedpur

“Each time we put Gandhi behind us as a historical icon, he surprises everyone by
bouncing back with ever increasing relevance.” Sita Ojha puts it correctly. In the
present chaos caused by violence, communalism, environmental changes and
materialism in the world, one definitely needs to sit back to recall the Gandhian
philosophy of minimalism, self-reliance and compassion. The philosophy that is
based on truth, non-violence, integrity and concern of the weakest which reflects in
everything Gandhi did in his life, journalism being no exception. The recent study of
Michigan University on misinformation in India shows the unprecedented increase in
debunked/ misinformation. It was two in the third week of January, 2020 that
reached to 60 misinformation in the second week of April, 2020.Digital technology
has proved bane and boon both to journalism. Definitely, there cannot be a better time
to revisit Gandhian principles of journalism than today.

Standing at a cross-road today, journalism needs Gandhi like never before. In the
era of fake news and mis /disinformation where journalism is losing its credibility and
cause both, only Gandhi can be a saviour if followed. In India where journalism played
an important role in the freedom struggle and has kept check & balances on the
consecutive governments after independence, its present state of affairs causes many
concerns. Sadly, it appears to have lost its way. The social responsibility attached to
this profession is nowhere to be seen. The truth, objectivity and impartiality, the key
elements of journalism are being compromised continuously. The concept of fact
check has taken a back seat, instead fake news is being implanted and circulated
through different media. The journalism that expected to give clear picture has




