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Abstract
Since Independence, india has made a considerable progress in

various sectors of rural development. It is estimated that around seventy .. .

percent of the India population is reside in rural areas. People in rural areas
do not have the uniform quality of life as enjoyed by the people living in
suburban and urban areas. Hence, Rural Development is concerned with
economic growth and social justice, improvement in the living standard of
the rural people by providing adequate and quality social services and
minimum basic needs, becomes essential. For the purpose of extending
the benefits to rural people, many schemes were launched to optimize the
standard of living and livelihood of the same. This article is aimed to
highlight the important programs and schemes run by government of India
for rural development. ‘ o

Keywords: sustainable development, wellbeing, suburban.

Introduction : ;

After independence, for the development of rural society, particularly
to develop the socio-economic life of the rural poor, many schemes and
programmes were launched from time to time but unfortunately the fruits of
these programmes reached to a very low proportion of these people. It was
estimated about 70 per cent of rural population was still deprived of the
basic necessities of life. For the purpose of extending the benefits to rural
people, many schemes were launched to optimize the standard of living
and livelihood of the same. This research is aimed to highlight some
important schemes programs initiated by government of ‘India for rural
development. :

Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) was launched
by the Central govt. in March 1976 as a major tool of the govt. to alleviate.
poverty. Its main goal was to enable selected families of below poverty line
in a given time-frame by taking up self-employment in various activities like
agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, weaving and handicrafts and
services and business activities. The target group consisted of small and
marginal farmers, agricultural labourers and rural artisans having annual
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